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‘the Lord’s prayer’
What do you mean by ‘the Lord’s prayer’? I expect you think of what the Lord taught his disciples.  
But there is a much longer prayer which we might call ‘the Lord’s own prayer.’ It’s found in John 
17. We can, as it were, listen in to our Saviour’s own prayer to the Father just as the disciples did. 
It’s precious because it occurs at such a juncture. The Lord had finished teaching his disciples; his 
betrayal and the offering of himself as a sacrifice were immediately at hand. What he prayed for 
tells us so much about his work. 

The prayer deals with many big concerns. I want to look here at just the opening five verses. Our 
Lord speaks about glory, after saying that the hour had come (v 1) and before saying ‘now’ (v 5). 
Our Lord prays that the Father would glorify him. Yet surely as the Son of God he already 
possessed glory?  Yes, but it is as the Christ, the God-man, that he asks his Father to glorify him. 
And he adds this reason ‘so that he might glorify the Father’. The Father and Son have 
complementary glory. 

When was this to occur, and how? Our Lord makes a connection (v 2) between two things.  ‘As the 
Father has given him power over all flesh’ is connected to a purpose - ‘that he should give eternal 
life to as many as the Father had given him.’ It follows on straight after his prayer to be glorified. 
Why?   

Our Lord was on his way to Calvary.  There he would secure eternal life for those given him. It was 
in this way that the Father would glorify him, and in these events that he would bring glory to the 
Father.  Calvary was a shocking event, yet in it Christ was glorified and through it he glorified the 
Father.  He was praying for it. In verse 3 he enlarges on this: eternal life is about knowing the only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. This is what salvation means. What amazing truth is 
here. Does a further truth not follow?  That man’s chief end, yours and mine, is to glorify God?

But Jesus goes on (v 4) to say he has already glorified the Father in his life on earth, and has 
finished the work God gave him to do. Then (v 5) he returns to asking for something lying ahead. 
Here he is speaking as the eternal Son. He possessed glory with the Father before he took human 
flesh, but he laid it aside.  He prays here that after he has secured salvation at the cross he may have 
that hidden glory restored. But there will be this difference: it will be restored to him as the 
victorious God-man, Christ.

What is he praying for? Glory past, glory immediate, glory to come. Glory in obedience, glory at 
the cross, glory at the ascension. And a wonder of wonders is that his glory is bound up with our 
salvation.  

Should we not strive to know more of salvation, more of God, more of Christ, so that we too may 
bring more glory to the Triune God?
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H o w ’ s  y o u r  c a t e c h i s m ?

Our Lord’s own prayer recorded for us in John 17 is often known as his ‘high priestly prayer.’ 
The high priest was the mediator, offering up sacrifices and prayers on behalf of the Lord’s people.

The Shorter Catechism asks (Qu 25)
	
 	
 How does Christ execute the office of a priest?

  and answers
	
 	
 Christ executes the office of a priest in his once offering up of 
	
 	
 himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to 
	
 	
 God; and in making continual intercession for us.

  What great encouragement there is, though at the same time humbling, to know that 
  Christ prays for us still. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews draws out some                         
  consequences for us:

	
 	
 … since we have a great high priest … Jesus, the Son of God
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 let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
	
 	
 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise
	
 	
 with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted 
	
 	
 in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin.
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 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that
	
 	
 we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
        	
 	
 	
 Hebrews 4: 14-18
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