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the God of all grace
‘Grace, tis a charming sound,’ wrote Philip Doddridge, and I trust our hearts respond to that. John 
Newton wrote ‘Amazing grace, how sweet the sound’, and surely it is. There are churches that 
name themselves ‘Grace…’  Quite rightly, believers cannot get over the wonder of grace.  

But we do not delight in a ‘disconnected’ grace: it’s the source of grace that is our true delight. Peter 
at the end of his first letter (5:10) speaks of the ‘God of all grace.’ God himself is to be the true 
wonder and delight of our hearts. His grace surely takes us to his very being. The wonder is that 
such a holy almighty God should extend to us such undeserved favour.  It’s when we see ourselves 
in the light of his holiness, and begin to realise how wretched we are in comparison,  that we begin 
to see the greatness of his grace.  

Why does Peter speak of the God of all grace?  Isn’t God’s grace simply grace? All the grace we 
need is from him. But grace accomplishes different things, so it can be helpful to speak of different 
kinds of grace.  

Common grace is the continuing goodness of God to all mankind which enables even fallen man to 
achieve great things. God sustains his world despite the rebellion of men, as we are reminded each 
time we see a rainbow.

But more often when we talk about grace we are thinking of special grace, that grace shown 
towards believers. Yet even here the grace we receive has different effects.

We are familiar with the words, ‘the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,’ even though salvation is the 
work of all three persons of the triune God. Peter says the God of all grace ‘has called us…by 
Christ Jesus.’  All of Christ's work for us is of grace, from his coming into the world to his dying in 
our place, rising again to bring us new life, and his presence in heaven as our mediator.

Even so, we receive saving grace in Christ when we become Christians. We may hear the gospel 
and find it means nothing, hear it another time and believe, because the Lord draws us by his grace 
and opens our eyes.  His saving grace makes us new creatures.

How do we grow in grace? We are given sanctifying grace. Christ himself is made sanctification for 
us. We strive forward, of course, but it is by his sanctifying grace.

Paul prayed for his ‘thorn in the flesh’ to be removed. The Lord answered that his grace was enough 
to sustain and keep him. Peter prays that the God of all grace ‘after you have suffered a while make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle  you.’  We are given persevering and sustaining grace in all 
our troubles. 
 

Indeed, God is the God of all grace.  

So like Peter let us ask him for it in all circumstances, 
and go on all the more to praise this God of all grace.
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H o w  w e l l  d o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  C o n f e s s i o n ?

Ch VII, entitled Of God’s Covenant With Man, says:
 in Para 2
 The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life 
 was promised to Adam, and in him to his posterity, upon condition of 
 perfect and personal obedience.

 in Para 3
 Man by his fall having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the 
 Lord was pleased to make a second … the Covenant of Grace: whereby 
 he freely offereth unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ ...

Ch X1V, entitled Of Saving Faith says: 
   in Para 1
 The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving 
 of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is 
 ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the word ...

 in Para 2
 … the principal acts of saving faith are, accepting, receiving, and resting 
 upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue
 of the covenant of grace.

Ch XIII, entitled Of Sanctification, says:
   in Para 3
 … although … remaining corruption for a time may much prevail, yet, 
 through the continual supply of strength from the Spirit of Christ, the 
 regenerate part [of the believer] doth overcome; and so the saints grow 
 in grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.


